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Steps Toward the Arcaining of the Consciousness
Which was in Christ Jesus

The Prophet-Killcrs

By PARAMMHANSA YOGANANDA

Then spake Jesns to the munlti-
tude. and to his disciples, Saying.
The scribes and the Phariiees it in
Moses seat: All thercfore twhatso-
ever they bid yor observe. thas ob-
serve and do: but do nor ye after
their works: for they say. and do
not. For they bind bheavy burdens
and grievous to be borne. and
lay them on menw's shoulders: bui
they. themselves will not move them
with one of their fingers. Bus all
their works they do for to be seen
of men: they make broad their
phylacteries. and enlarge the bor-
ders of their garments, And love
the uppermost rooms at feasts, and
the chief seats in the synagogues.

8

And greerisegs in she markess, and
20 be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi.
But be not ye called Rabki: for
one is yowur Master., even Christ:
and all ye are brethren. dnd call no
man your father upon earth: for
one is your Father, which is in
bearen. Neither be ye called ntas-
1ers: for ome is your Master. even
Chriss—Macthew 23:1-10.

In the above words Jesus says
the scribes and Pharisees who ore-
twardly believed in Moses and his
teachings now occupied his ma-
rerial seat of auchority in the tem-
ple, and were supposedly the cus-
rodians of his tcachings. Therefore,
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Jesus advised his disciples w0 ob-
serve  whatever good  rules they
were asked to follow, {(for ic is all
right o follow good religious rules
even when they are imposed by
unworthy teachers) but not 10 copy
the example of their actual works
in life, for they were hypocritical
and did not practice the teachings
they preached. Thar is, the Phari-
sces spoke holy things—giving the
impression that chey followed them
—bur they did not acrually do
what rhey asked others to do.

They were the kind of teachers
who bind heavy duries and financial
burdens, which are hard to be
borne, on the shoulders of blind
devorees under the pretense of mak-
ing them spirituzl. But the Phan-
sees themselves could not bear any
burden of religious duties, nor that
of practicing what ¢hey preached.
In fact, all the religious works and
ceremonies which they performed
were for effect and ro arrrace the
admiration of gullible devotees. In
their hearrs they were not spiritual,
but they performed religious cere-
monics just t0 make people chink
that they were. They sought rto
appear impressive by carrying on
their persons large religious scrolls.
as amulers, and wearing showy,
wide-bordered  garments.  They
sought the most prominent seats
ac festivities, and in synagogues,
and were flactered by che greetings
of people in che market who called
them “rabbi.”

Thus rthey did not set good

examples to follow. As Jesus told
SEPTEMBER,
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the disciples, one should never de-
stte 10 be called "rabbi” or “lord”
or "master,” for there is only one
Master of all creation and created
things — the omnipsresent God,
whose refleccion is the Christ Con-
sciousness. We all are His children,
and thus are brothers. ( That is why,
inwardly, you should think of no
onc on ecarth as your facher for
the one God who gave your father
to look after you is the only real
Father, and exists in the vibration-
less heavenly region.)  Jesus re-
minded them that they musc never
desirc to be called "master,” for
Christ Consciousness in cevervrhing
is the one divine Master. bur anv
onc who is in tune with the
Christ Consciousness in evervehing
—even as Jesus was—is a master
and can be a guru preceptor o
guide disciples.

But be that it greatest wmong
you shall be your servant. And
whosoever shall exalt binelf shall
be abased: and be that shall humble
bimself shall be exalted. But woe
unto  you. scribet and Pharicees.
bypocrites! for ye shur up the king.
dom of heaven against men: for
ye neither go in yourselves. neither
suffer ye them that are entering to
go tn. Woe unto youn scriber and
Pharisces. hypocrites! for ye de-
vour widows' bouses. and for «
pretense mabe long praver: there-
fore ye shall receive the greater
damnation. Woe unto you. rcribes
and Pharisees. bypocrites: for ye
compass sea and land 10 make one
proselyte. and when be is made.

v




ye make bim twofold more the
child of hell than yourselves. Woe
unro you ye blind guides, which
say, Whosoever shall swear by the
temple, it is nothing; but whoso-
ever shall swear by the gold of the
temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools
and blind: for whether is greaier,
the gold, or the remple thar sancsi-
freth she gold? And, W hosoever
shall swear by the altar, it it noth-
ing; bwt whosoever sweareth by the
gift that is npon it, he is guslty.
Ye fools and blind: for wherbher
is groater. the gift. or the altar that
sanctificth she gift? Whoso there-
fore shall sivear by the aliar swear-
eth by it. and by the things thereon.
And whose shall neear by the
temple, sweareth by it, and by bim
thar dwelleth thercin. And he that
sweareth by beaven, sweareth by
the throne of God, and by him 1hat
sitzeth thereon. —Matthew 23: 11.
22.

“"Remember,” Jesus told his dis-
ciples and listeners. “that according
to the divine law he is spiritually
the greatest among you who is
humblest, and takes great pleasure
in humbly sc¢rving in every way.
And whosoever shall try to exag-
geracte the meric of his ego in order
to attract the peoples’ praise will
instead draw criticism, and find
himself depreciared in others’ eyes.
While he who is truly great. bue
hides it in his humility, will be
exalted before others.”

Then Jesus addressed the scribes
and Pharisees, speaking sternly. to
this effect: "O ye scribes and Phari-

10

sees. you are hypocritically draw-
ing unto yourselves untold misery!
Through your insincericy and evil
example you close the door of op-
portunity for those around you who
wish Cosmic Consciousness: for
not only do you yourselves not ery
to enrer into Cosmic Consciousness
by deep meditation and discipline,
but neither do you like others 0
enter there. According to your evil
karma, O you hypocritical leaders,
you will artract great miscry. For
you move heaven and earth 10 make
a spiricual convert, bur after he
has followed your cxample he is
twice as ignorant as yourselves—
for the one who follows your evil
example adds to his ignorance. the
ignorance of your wicked ways.
( When a spiritually blind student
follows an ignorant teacher then
rhe unfortunate student adds co his
spiritual blindness the ignorance of
che teacher he foolishly follows.)

D-2grces of Transgression

“Spiritual woe befalls those iyg-
norang spiritual guides who say that
when any one swears by the body,
or by cvil habits defiles the body-
remple of the Soul, it is of no evil
consequence (because he apparent-
[y, or visibly, loses nothing). How
foolish and blind are they who
consider transgressions concerning
gold (which is only physically
useful) as of greater evil than the
transgressions  against the body-
cemple which alone gives value and
uscfulness to gold! Any one who
by cvil actions or words defiles the
altar of the body, also defiles the
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Spirit's gift of Soul therein. How
¢an you believe thac the alrar of
the body which holds the Soul-gift
15 insignificant? Whoever defiles
the alecar of the body also tends to
defile the Soul in it. Likewise, who-
ever defiles the temple of the Soul
automatically defiles the Spirit
which dwells there; and that per-
son who by evil actions, wosds, or
thoughts, blasphemes againse the
vibrationless heavenly throne of
God also blasphemes against God
Himself who dwells there. The
altar of the body. and the Soul
held there, and the temple of the
Soul and the Spirit in i, and
heaven and the Heavenly Father
in it—all are important, and hence
no one should transgress against
their laws in action, words, or
choughe.”

Woe unto you scribes and Phari-
sees, bypocrites! for ye pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin. and
have omitted the tweightier mat-
rers of the law. judgurent, mercy.
and faith: these ought ye to have
done, and nor teo leave the other
undone. Ye blind guides. whick
strain at & gnat, and swaollow a
camel. Woe unto you. scribes and
Pharisees. hypocrites! for ye make
clean the outside of the cup and of
the platter, but within they are
frdl of extortion and excess. Thou
blind Pharisce. cleanse first that
which s wishin the cup and plaster.
that the outside of them may be
clean also. Woe wunio you scribes
and Pharisces, hypocrites! for ye
are like wunso whited sepulchres.

1947
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which indecd appear beautifrl ous-
ward, but are within full of dead
men's bones, and of all uncleasiness.
Even so ye also outwardly appear
rightoous nnto men., but within ye
are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.
Woe unto yon scribes and Phari-
sees, hypocrites! becanse ye build
she rombs of the prophets. and
garnish  the sepulchres of ithe
rightenns. And say. If we bad been
in the days of owur fathers, we
wordd not have been partakers with
them in the blood of the propbets.
Wherefore ye be tvitnesses wunto
yorrselves, that ye are the children
of them which killed the propheis.
Fill ye up then ithe measnre of
your fathers. Ye serpents. ye gener-
ation of vipers. bow can ye escape
the damnation of hell?>— Martthew

23:23-33,

Continuing to point our the
weaknesses of the scribes and Phari-
sces. Jesus declared thar spiritual
ignorance is the portion of all who
pay great atwention to the practice
of paying cerrain required rcithes.
buc omit cheir most important
duties, such as following the spiri-
rual law of inner discipline lcading
to divine wisdom, practicing divine
forgiveness. and developing intui-
tive contact of God by mediwarion.
They should have practiced spiri-
rual discipline o purify their Souls.
and at the same time actended to
the marerial duries necessary to
purify their bodies. Instead. cthey
foughe against swallowing the little
gnat of evil involved in rransgres-
sion of a religious ceremony, while
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unwittingly swallowing the big
camel of ignorant spiritual trans-

gression! It scemed as if they feared

a litde theological indigestion, but
did not mind suffering from acute
spiritual indigestion.

He advised the Pharisees to
cleanse first the Soul and mind
which are within, then the ourward
life also can be pure. That is, ex-
ternal purity can hardly influence
the purity of the Soul, but purity
of the inner life invariably brings
about purity of the outer life. To
hold appearance and superficial ac-
tions paramount, is to become like
a polished tomb which is outward-
ly beautiful, but inside contains
only unclean, rotting bones. Like
the superficially beautiful tomb,
polished, hypocritical religious man-
ners only hide the gross unhappy,
ungodly, misery-making  habits
within.

Jesus then accused the scribes
and Pharisees of hypocrisy in build-
ing and decorating the tombs of
prophets and of righteous souls
whom their fathers had slain; thus
offering homage to the dead to
hide the prophet-killing instincts
inherited from their fathers. He
saw that they tried to cover up the
bloody actions of their fathers, and

the natures inherited from them,
by saying that if tbey had lived in
the time of their forefathers they
would not have been a party to
such slaughter! Nevertheless, they
had within them wicked tendencies
similar in quality to those of their
forefathers; for through bad karma
they were ordained to be born in
the evil families headed by these
prophet-killing forefathers. Having
been human serpents and evil-doers
through generations how could they
escape the many hellish miseries
gathering to beset their bodies,
minds and Souls?

Jesus was, of course, describing
the law of karma. Evil apparently
imbibed through heredity is ac-
tually due to a person’s own evil
acts of past lives. A wicked Soul
with past evil actions attracts and
is born into an evil family. The
tendencies then in evidence can-
not be overcome by hypocritical,
pompous, religious ceremonies, nor
by honoring the memory of relig-
ious teachers.  Such self-created
hereditary evil tendencics can be
erased from the Soul only by re-
pentance, meditation, giving up of
hypocrisy and bad habits, and—
most important of all—by con-
centrating daily on the purification
of the Soul.

The fault of others is easily perceived but that of oneself is difficult
to perceive. A man winnows his neighbor’s faults like chaff, bur his own
fault he hides, as a cheat hides the bad die from the gambler.—Dban-

mapada.

12
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=S ympozium
On

The Change Called DEATH

Y And this is the comforc of

the good, that the grave cannoc
hold them, and that they live as
soon as they die. For death is no
more than a turning of us over
from timc to eternity—William

Penn,

Y% If thou commit me to the
grave say not — Farewe]l —
Farewell.

For the grave is a curtain hid-
ing the communion of Para-
dise.

Afcer bebolding descent, con-
sider resurrection.

Why shounld scetting be in-
jurious to the sun and moon.
To chee it seems a setring burt
‘tis a rising.

Though the vault seems a
prison ‘tis the releasc of the
Soul.—Rumi.

Y The morning glory blossoms

for an hour, yet is its heart nothing
differing from the great pine chat
endures a thousand years—Quoted
by L. Adams Beck.

*
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Since kinsman's sticky tears

Clog the departed—

Bury them decendly

Fearless, whole hearted.
—Panchatanira.

w Death is 10 Life as going

away 1s o coming.

After blossoming for awhile
everything dies down to
its roots.

This going back to one's
origin is called Peace;
This giving of oneself to the

incvitable is called Pres-

ervation,
He who knows this Preser-
vation is called Luminous.
He who knows it not per-
petuates his own misery.
—Tao Teb King.

Y Obh death, oh death, 1 know

not who should be afraid of you
since you are filled with life itself.
What happiness to think rthar we
are not going to a strange country
but to our own-—St Theresa.

*

The smallest sprout  shows
there is really no deach, and if
there ever was it led forward
life and does not wait at the
end to arrest it, and ceased the
moment life appeared.

All goes onward and outward,
nothing collapses,

And to die is different from
what anyone supposed and
luckier.—Whitman.
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Yy Moaoris (New Zealand) dis-
miss the Soul, speed it back to God,
with these words:

“"Be one with the wide light, the

Sun!

With Night and Darkness, O

be onec, be one.”

#* Of no one of all the things
that perish is there any birth, nor
any end in baneful death. There
is only a mingling and a separation
of what has been mingled. —
Empedocles.

Y Death itself may become a
matter of consent, and cherefore
a moral acc. The animal expires;
man surrenders his Soul to the

Y Buddhists chant to che de-
parcing Soul, ” Pass on! Pass on!
Through high., deep, and famous
things, through good and evil
things, through truth and error,
through wisdom and folly, through
sorrow, suffering, hope, life. joy.
love, death, through endless mut-
ability, into immuecability!”

w The door of death is made

of gold

That mortal
behold:

Burt when the mortal eyes
are closed,

And cold and palc the limbs
reposed,

The Soul awakes, and won-
dering sees

In her mild hand the golden
keys.—William Blake.

eyes <annot

author of the Soul.—A»sel.
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SHAKING OFF SINS

A man of prayer is rot 2 man of indolence. He cannot be said to
be an idle man having no work to do. Science tells us that the ray unseen
by the plain eve is more powerful and active than thac visible to the eye.
It may similarly be said that the work done by us with no small amount
of noise and pomp cannot stand comparison with the silent work done by
a pious and prayerful man through his prayvers. This is evident from the
face chat thousands of worldly-minded men are eager to throw them-
selves atr the feer of a truly prayerful man and to guide themselves even
by his one gesture. Even the mountains do move and the rivers become
dry, so the saying goes, at the bidding of a prayerful saint. Through
prayer, onc gets the purifying touch of the Sinless and All-Pure, and
becomes pure by shaking off all sins and impurities—By Kshitindra
Nath Tagore. B. A.
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* BHAGAVAD GITA

By PARAMHANSA YOGANANDA

Arc You Master Or Slave?

Chaprer I, Stanza 41

Literal Transiation:

Therefore, O Arjuna, firse dis-
cipline the scnses. then destroy it
(desitre), the annihilator of wis-
dom and Self-realizaction.

Interpretation:

The sclf-disciplined devaotee who
does not enslave himself to the
inordinate demands of his gusta-
tory servant, the appetite. finds thac
his desirc for food will remain
narmai and obedient o his wisdom.
But catering to a constant desire
o ¢at soon create¢s an unnatural
state where the evil desire is re-
peatedly fed by fresh acts of greed-
ily swallowing food. Senses are
given to serve man, but when he
forgets that and gradually becomes

24

a servane to them by indulging their
nnappeasable demands, he finds
himself, the master, ruled by his
own slaves.

Sense acts create scnse-habics.
Sense-habits create  sense-desires.
This vicious circle must be avoided.
So the charming cartering-to-the-
senses acts must be scopped. first
by staying away from che abject of
remptacion, then by using the fire
of discrimination to annihilate cthe
inner tendency toward tempreartion.

Opposing Poles

The greater one’s sense-indul-
gence. the more urgene the increas-
ing desire 1o cater to the senses.
As the sense-desires increase, like
amaranthine weeds they choke the
growth of rthe healing herbs of
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discrimination and meditation-born
Self-realizarion. Matter exists wich.
out—Spirit within; the former ex-
ists opposite the latter. So, as the
external desire to look without in-
creases, the discriminating desire
w look within and develop the
Ego decreases. The concentration on
sense-tempration aurtomatically de-
stroys cthe vision of Spirit simply
because  they exist in  diverse
spheres: the paths to them lie in
opposite directions.

To find freedom from the misery-
making, compelled-to-act-against-
his-will, and enslaving power of
the senses, the greedy, angry, sea-
sual individual firse must run away
from the material environment
which ecasily excites his specific
psycho-physical weakness, then kil
the inner desires and sense-habics

which go with him wherever he
goes. These discrimination and wis-
dom-killing desires must be brought
out from cheir subconscious hiding
places and slain by the counrter-
acting agents of spiritual perception
developed by mediration. The more
perception of lasting inoer bliss
one attains, the less his desire for
evancscene sense-pleasures,
Perhaps you can casily sun away
from outer temptarions, but can
you escape from cthe inner living
photograph of the hypnotic eyes
of temptation which you have cre-
ated and preserved within yourself?
Do not increase the water of
desire in the vessel of life by fresh
sense-indulgences. Daily, bask in
the meridian sun of of meditacion.
and in tme the liquid marerial
desires will be evaporated.

(W

BEYOND THE GOLDEN RULE

Let me give some common expressions that reveal shallow thinking.

One s . ...
that’'s my religion.”
"] believe.”

"T don’t care for creeds and doctrines. The Golden Rule—
Ler us examine that familiar assertion. "Credo”
and when one rejects all creeds, he refuses to make any

means

affirmacion of belicf. Doctrines are sim~ly formal statements, manifescly
inadequate. of some group as to their common religious convictions.
But our friend makes one exception: his religion is the Golden Rule.
Now there are large arcas of human interest where the Golden Rule does
noc apply: 1t does noct help ac all. Sorrow comes to your home in the
death of one whom you love above all others. You ask Why? You seck
consolation. Genuine. satisfving religion secks to answer profound
cosmic questions, the deepest problems of the universe, as to God. man,
immortality, freedom, the soul, the good, right and wrong. truth. Do
you have no interest in such matters? Have you no fundamental con-
victions?—Jobn C. Granbery in The Emancipator.

SEPTEMBER,
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THE PREEMINENCE OF DHARMA

Dharma (righteousness) alone, which follows an individual even
after death, is great and pre-eminent. All other things of the earth, which
the body enjoys, go to destruction. What need has one for gross orna-
ments when humility has become his head-dress or crown, Truth and
Dharma have become his ear-rings and renunciation is his bracelet?
Throwing away his dead body like a clod of earth or piece of wood, the
friends and relatives of a man turn their faces from him and go their
way. Dharma alone goes after him. Artha (Prosperity) and Kama
(Desire ), which are devoid of Dharma, should be abandoned; for Dharma
brings in its train all forms of happiness like possessions of Artha and
Kama. Duly observed, Dharma is the best of one’s possessions. There-
fore observe Dharma with firmness. The fickle breaths of man blow in
and blow out hundreds of times in the course of an hour; his life is
dependent on them. Being fondly attached to such a momentary life,
who should delay in the performance of Dharma’—Padma-Purana.
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DELIALCED IR SIL LTI

Each land makes its distinct contribution to world-culture.
America bas specialized in industrial expansion, England
in political science, Germany in mechanical invenrions,
France in are. Ttaly in music, China in social relations.

INDIA FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL HAS SPECIAL.
IZED IN THE SCIENCE OF THE SOUIL.. Learn the
divine soul-unveiling teachings that have kepr India’s
culture alive through millenniums of vicissitudes. The
Self-Realization Fellowship of America and India will
gladly send to cvery inquirer a copy of its enlightening
booklet, inspired by Paramhansa Yogananda, whose teach-
ings are available to sincere seekers in the Western world.

—

FREE BOOK SELF.REALIZATION
FELLOWSHIP
/ Mt Washington Estates
- ! Dept. 1C.16, Los Angcles 31, Calil,
\3 Please send free book: “Highest
Achicrements through SeH-Neali-
zation.,”
Name ..._
Street ... . e
CHY i v e Btate .. .. . ..
Also to these [ricnds:
Name . . b et et ea e e s
Address . e e e
Name . , it itbdes —momesaerare
Address .. . . et —vvver—— I
N L __
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